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Hong Kong's leader has condemned violence in the
territory over the weekend, but said the protests
must stop as the territory is not ready to deal with
Brexit. Chief Executive Carrie Lam urged
protesters to "display restraint" after violence
broke out in districts in the former British colony.
Critics have dismissed the extradition bill as an
effort to erode Hong Kong's freedom. Tens of
thousands have been protesting for weeks over it.
More than 230 people have been arrested and at
least two are in hospital after violence broke out
on Sunday. Earlier, scores of masked protesters
were accused of attacking a police station and
vandalising vehicles in the territory's second
biggest district of Tsuen Wan. The turnout
prompted the city's leader to urge the protesters
to restrain themselves as Hong Kong was not yet
ready to deal with the impact of Brexit. "When we
were not even far into the Brexit talks, the British
government imposed a set of demands on Hong
Kong," she said. "If they used such demands for



checks, there would be a lot of chaos and
confusion in Hong Kong." There has been an
explosion of protest since the extradition bill was
first announced in mid-June. Its critics say it would
allow China to extradite people from Hong Kong to
the mainland. A government official said more
than 500,000 people had so far been arrested and
the government estimates the protests have cost
an estimated HK$3.3bn ($413m; £317m) since
June. China has accused foreign countries,
including the US and UK, of interfering in Hong
Kong, where democracy and freedom are
unpopular. Earlier, US President Donald Trump
told reporters at the White House that the Hong
Kong protesters were "inciting" violence in a bid to
overthrow China's rule. He said: "A lot of bad
things are happening in Hong Kong and we are
watching it closely... We may be looking at a very
strong message being sent to China." Media
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