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Although not a labour (or sex) of love, The Lover was Duras's masterpiece. It is the story of a young, working-class girl who seduces a middle-class businessman. Eventually the affair is discovered, and the young woman is jailed for abortion. The main character, Laurence,
is one of the first women characters in French fiction, and she is one of the most de-sexed female characters that I have ever seen. She's almost dispassionate, detached from the erotic aspects of the act. She is, perhaps, the very opposite of a 'feminine' role model. The

novel was made into a film by French director Claude Berri, and starred Isabelle Huppert as the young woman and Vincent Lindon as the middle-class lover. In her letters to Antelme, Marguerite complained about numerous writers in relation to her fiction. Paul Morand was
particularly reprimanded for disloyalty. Duras believed that Morand was jealous of her, and deeply hurt when Morand in his turn expressed these feelings. The most important of these was when Morand wrote his long critical review of The Sea Wall for his right-wing paper,

Le Figaro. He described it as 'an amusing little romance about Perrette, a precocious 17-year-old', before adding, 'In certain respects it seemed too perky, too nice and too carefully banal.' He concluded, however, that the work had 'too much promise, perhaps even too
much talent' for it to be uninteresting to readers (as he felt the quality of Duras's earlier novels had been disappointing). It is this kind of criticism that Duras seemed to deplore. Morand described The Lover as 'a big story, told well in a clear, precise, direct style that would

not lack any of the nervous exuberance or wilful rectitude that is the author's trademark.' He believed that it offered the reader 'a singular pleasure, though one somewhat lacking in mystery'. He concluded, 'The novel is not very interesting, but it can be genuinely moving.'
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