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weeks after receiving the appointment, in early october 2013, matsui made a statement on the possibility of ending one’s life. he had attended a conference where speakers had expressed concern for how suicide could be used as an excuse for political issues. one
speaker said the death of a woman who had been leading the fight against an anti-nuclear group was used as a bargaining chip. in japan, some elements in society view suicide as a political act. in recent years there has been an increase in the number of japanese
articles featuring suicide leading some critics to argue the phenomenon is being used as a form of protest in japan today. in his statement, matsui said, “political suicide has nothing to do with suicide.” by no means is it only japanese writers and thinkers who are
concerned with the issue of suicide. in the us, in the last year alone, there have been a number of high-profile suicides, including the death of michael brown in august, and the shooting of michael pierson at a health care facility in colorado in october. attempted

suicides in the us also have increased sharply over the last four years. on a single day in 2011 there were 6,950 attempted suicides, which came to a total of about 11, 000 for the entire year. thats still far short of the record-setting number in 2014, but the hesitancy
of people to seek help isnt a problem that’s going to go away on its own. this research didnt address the underlying causes of suicide. but it does clearly state that suicide prevention should be a socially conscious, multidisciplinary effort. another study conducted by
the national police agency in 2014 found that 84 percent of people who died by suicide had a history of mental illness, and 81 percent were male. nine percent were 17 to 24 years old, while 34 percent were 25 to 34. the npa also found that 64 percent were single

and 60 percent suffered financial problems. this research would appear to suggest that addressing at least some of these issues might help prevent suicides.
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