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provided content.By the end of last year, someone on the fringes of the Idaho Republican Party, perhaps
an elected official or somebody with sway, must have persuaded the state GOP leaders to secretly burn
the whole thing down. The effort was thwarted before a public statement could be issued, according to
communications from a person familiar with the circumstances. But enough damage has been done:

The statewide GOP organization and its 700 or so volunteers have been badly demoralized. Such is the
pernicious influence of the tea party, and the rantings of right-wing media, on a once-pragmatic party.
The final act of the Idaho GOP was the most confounding. It seems that a series of state party leaders

and their best organized supporters were following public sentiment during the November election and,
in a round of voting, were trying to defeat five state senators who had decried the extreme positions

taken by tea party candidates. It was a time-honored democratic way of casting out unqualified
candidates: No one can fault them for wanting to get rid of those with no business being elected to the
Senate. But in doing so, the effort was doomed. Many of the tea party allies were acting as new voters
to replace those who had cast off the party’s standard-bearers. This was a losing cause for the party to
protect the majority status of its candidates, and they all lost. No one was sitting in the Senate. Yet the
state GOP decided to make it a spectacle. Those who were ousted were told they could remain in office
if they promised to vote “present” on all votes in the current session, meaning they would not seek to
bring their political views to bear on pending legislation. The five senators were told they could remain

in office if they promised to vote “present” on all votes in the current session. It was a politically suicidal
move: the party was telling the majority of its senators that they were not entitled to a say in deciding
on issues. The party was also telling its own grassroots activists that they could not have a say in who

represents their interests. It was only the tea party that thought their newfound power would be turned
against them and that the Idaho GOP was testing the boundaries e79caf774b
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